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Avery Singer: the artist breathing fresh life into painting

https://www.ft.com/content/6a908c14-4443-11ea-9a2a-9898097...

‘If [my work] challenges the idea of what a painting will be, then I
consider it a success’ © Brad Ogbonna
Singer consciously toys with the boundaries she is pushing, she tells me when
we speak on the phone. “Painting can suffer from nostalgia about art history
— I don’t think like that,” she says, talking 10 to the dozen. “I would rather do
something that is representative of the time we are in. If that challenges the
idea of what a painting will be, then I consider it a success.”
She cites the German artist Charline von Heyl as an inspiration and, like von
Heyl, also looks to the culture around her to capture her imagination. “I want
to get into the heads of people younger than me, to be postmillennial,” she
says. “I look at different Instagram influencers, at the music and the music
scene, to try to understand it all.” She recently turned to Twitch, a video livestreaming platform for gamers, where she saw an advert for Daz 3D, a
modelling software. This became the basis of some of the works coming to
LA.
There are, rightly, concerns about artists who hit the moon too soon, and
whose markets subsequently suffer. While some fear Singer may fall that
way, most market participants reckon she has emerged as hard-boiled as they
come. Says Schwartzmann: “She is very grounded, and clear on why she
paints and what, which gives me great confidence.” Unlike other young
artists who have fallen victim to too much market attention, too soon, he
believes that Singer has staying power.
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‘Jordan’ (2019) © Avery Singer, Hauser & Wirth, KraupaTuskany Zeidler
It helps that she grew up with parents who were both artists in their spare
time. “Our home was basically half studio and half living area,” she explains.
“I was always aware of how both my parents worked on their art, which was
very different to each other. They each possessed an artistic integrity unique
to their individual practices. It taught me integrity within my own.”
Her bohemian upbringing also gave her an early appreciation of art: she’s
named after the American artist Milton Avery, while her younger brother is
called Calder, after the sculptor.
“I’m lucky,” she says. “I knew from when I was 16 that I wanted to be an
artist. Now, I focus on making strong work and try not to let other superficial
demands dominate my attention.” If she’s referring to the noisy and insecure
art market around her, she doesn't want to dwell on the topic. “I can be a bit
of a control freak, but I have absolutely no control of the art market,” she
says.
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‘Heir’ (2020) © Avery Singer, Hauser & Wirth, Kraupa-Tuskany
Zeidler
It is up to Hauser & Wirth, therefore, to manage her place in the rollercoaster
system. Marc Payot, co-president of the gallery, says: “We normally wouldn’t
take on an artist who is so young — it can be detrimental when the demands
are so heavy. I don’t know how it will play out, it’s a brand new relationship.
But she is fearless and radical and her work is so mature.”
Plus, he says, “Our priorities are clear and the same, namely to put her in
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institutions and private collections with the right context.” The gallery also
has a show of her work in the pipeline at its New York space next year.

Noah Baumbach on Marriage Story

Listen to the film-maker discuss love, divorce — and how Netflix is changing
movies in the new episode of our Culture Call podcast. Plus: the FT’s film
critic on everything you need to know about this year’s Academy Awards
Meanwhile, Singer’s 21st-century attitude to boundaries means that she
doesn’t suffer concerns about where an art-fair showing fits into the
hierarchy of exhibitions. She will be joining the LA fray with her brother in
tow, and seems very excited.
“Art fairs are super-well-attended: there are so many people coming through
the door in just three days,” she says. “It is a joy and a privilege to exhibit my
work, so I’m happy to do so in any variety of ways.”
Follow @FTLifeArts on Twitter to find out about our latest stories first.
Listen to our culture podcast, Culture Call, where editors Gris and Lilah dig
into the trends shaping life in the 2020s, interview the people breaking new
ground and bring you behind the scenes of FT Life & Arts journalism.
Subscribe on Apple, Spotify, or wherever you listen.
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